Riverside Residents to participate, however actively or passively as befits you, in

by John Hicks-Courant therestoratiorandpreservatiorof theriver. The peopleof
johnhc@theworld.com the SRWA also like being near the river, recognize its unique
ba’;)d Bob Raulseo beauty, and participate in the river's restoration and
- obotter@aol.com preservation.
With thisissueof The Shawsheeitrib, the Shawsheen Please, let us hear from you.

River Watershed Association (SRWA) begins a

concentratedutreachprogramto the river'shuman
residents. It has often puzzled us that so few riverside Table of Contents
residents are members of the SRWA. We have decided -

admittedlyperhapsa bit naively- thatmostShawsheen Article Page
riverside residents simply don't know who we are. Many Riverside Residents 1
riverside residents have noticed us paddling on the river as May Billerica Cleanup 2
well as conducting cleanups. It seems they know we're there,  yune Bayou Cleanup 2
but don't know who we are. If you live next to the river, and June 21 Solstice Trip 5
youreceivedthis newsletterpleaseaccepthis copyof The Julv Andover Cleanu 3
Shawsheeiirib asourintroduction. Sulflmer 2005 SRW ApEvents 5
As a new recipient of this newsletter, you could be excused August Canoe Trip 6
for supposing that this is a bald-faced attempt to gain your August Bavou Cleanu 7
membership dues. | have to admit that it would be nice if you 200g5 G ty to th SR{)V A 8
were to read this far, continue to read further, and then decide . r:‘“ § to the

to join the organizationput thisis not why we wantyouto M‘SS'H$~ 8
know who we are. Upcoming Events 8
Therearetwo reasons:

First, we know that many riverside residents do great things

to preserveandprotecttheir shortsectionsof riverfront.

We wantyou to knowthat SRWA s availableasaresource

do helpyou dealwith trashremovalandany otherissuethat

is importantto you. We would alsolike to invite youto

takea paddlewith usonyour sectionof river. We have

boats, paddles, flotation vests, and guides to lend at no charge.

Second, we want you to be our eyes and ears on the river. A
recenteventat our lastmonthly meetingillustrateswhy we

want you, the riverside resident, to know about us and what
we do..Awomanattendedhe meeting;shehadneverbeen

to an SRWA meeting before but had heard about our group.
When her item came up, she described herself as a "riverside
resident" who had come to our meeting because of a
problem she and her neighbors had noticed. She thought we
might be interested. Then she pulled out some large color
photographgakenfrom heryard uphill from the

Shawsheen River.

Thosephotographshowedsepticservicetrucksfrom
several different companies parked in an old industrial
section of Andover that borders the Shawsheen River. She
was concerned about this. We listened to her concerns;
severaimemberof the SRWA executiveboardarelooking
into this matter. If theydiscoverany problemstheywill
inform thelocal andstateauthorities.

So, If you see any unusual activity alondg the river or see
somebodydumpinganythinginto theriver thatdoesnot
belong there, please let us know about it. To get in touch
with the SRWAyou can call us and leave a message for
Bob Rauseat (978)851-9505you cango to our website
(www.shawsheen.org) and send us mail by clicking on the
"ContactUs" buttonat the bottomof the page;or you can
send e-mail to any one of the addresses you see at the
beginning of each article in this newsletter.

If you live next to the Shawsheen River, we assuhayou
like being near it, recognize its unique beauty, and would like
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May Billerica Cleanup

by JohnHicks Courant
johnhc@theworld.com

On May 21, 2005, 1 droppedmy canoeoff at
MiddlesexTurnpike at 8:00 andthendroveto
the Little Englandsectionof EastBillerica,
wherel metBob Rausecand SharonLapharn.
Bob movedhis canoeonto the roof of the
Laphams'stationwagon,and Sharonferried us
backto MiddlesexTurnpike.

We were coveringonly aboutthreemiles of
river, but it took us morethanthreehours.The
trashleft in the river from the temporarytrout
fishery andthe weekendsoccercelebrationsat
AkesonField seemedndlessThe beverage
containersalmostall of which were new this
seasonran the gamutfrom juice boxesto pint
bottlesof the strongstuff.

By the time we pulled out aroundnoon,we had
seventires andfour contractorstrashbagsfull
of miscellaneougarbageSharonvoicedBob's
and my thoughtswhenshecommented;If this
is what comesout of one of the cleanest
sectionsof the river, it sort of makesyou
wonderif you canreally makea difference.”
Sometimest just feelsthatway....

June Bayou Cleanup

by John Hicks-Courant
johnhc@theworld.com

It wasbackto the Bayoufor thefirst time in -
2005.1 putin belowthe Balmoraldamin
Andover,while everybodyelseworked
upstreamfrom CostelloParkin Lawrence.The
waterwasmiddling, clear,andmoving slowly
enoughthatit wasnot a tremendougattle to
back-paddlgo retrievea pieceof recently
passedrash.

We had put so muchtime, energy,and effort

into cleaningup this sectionof theriver in the
lastthreeyearsthat | felt somethingcloseto a
vendettaagainstevery pieceof trashl caught

cleanupsn a new seasonl beganmy part of
this cleanupwith an evangelicakzeal. This year
would be the onein which we finally banished

sight of. (It's only at the end of a cleanup,when

you're emptyingyour canoe thatit occursto
you that every foam peanutyou pull out of the

boatcostjust asmucheffort to collectasevery

bottle.) It wasa long, slow trip from Andover
to Lawrence.

There'ssomethingto be said aboutthe first
Back to the Bayou!
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old trashfrom the Bayou. This wasthe first
cleanupin the Bayouthis year,andit wasgoing
to bethe bestone.| setoff ambitiously.

Half a mile downstreammy canoewasalready
half full. It wasthenthat!l encounteredhe first
two sheetsof foam foundationinsulation.Each
sheetwasaboutfive feet by nine feet,andthe
only tool | had otherthanmy paddlewasthe
hook. | dislodgedthe two sheetghatwerehung
up in the strainerand sentthem downstream.
Whenl| sawhow nicely theyfloated,| decidedl
would just pushthemdownstreanfor two miles
to the take-out.

By thetime | reachedRte. 114,| washerding
nine sheetf foam foundationinsulation,and
they werebecomingunwieldyin my
increasinglyheavyanddecreasingly
controllablecanoe.l abandonedll nine sheets
just below the Hamptonlinn, vowing to come
backlater in the yearto retrievethem.

When| reachedthe take-outat CostelloPark,
the otherthreecanoesn the cleanuphadbeen
emptied,andtherewereat leasta dozenhands
waiting to unloadmy boat.We GetRid of it
showedup thefollowing Mondayandhauled
awaythe trashpile for a reasonabldee.

The amountof trashwe removedfrom the
river in the courseof threehours,andthe very
little amountl sawin theriver after| passed
under495, left all of uswith the feeling that
this cleanupwasan auspiciousheginningto this
year'scampaignin the Bayou.Oh, how foolish
we would feel aboutthat sentimenttwo months
laterin low water....

June 21 Solstice Trip

by SharonLapham
LaarenceLapham@aol.com

The eveningwas perfectfor a paddleon the
ShawsheemNo wind, blue sky andthe river was
full with a slow current.

We left Akesonfield in Billerica at 7 PM.
Therewerethreecanoeswith two paddlersand
two kayaks.JohnHicks-Courantput in first,
paddlingunderthe Rte. 3A bridgeyodelingat
the pigeonsthat maketheir homeon the
ledges.The startledbirds whooshedut, andwe
followed, duckingunderthe low beamthatis

Back to the Bayou!

inchesabovethe water,without fear of birds
landing or perhapsrelieving themselvesn our
backs.

Paddlingupstreandid not seemlike a hard
choreaswe turnedcornersin the meadowsThe
bright greensedgegrasswasgrowing higher,so
now we could not seeany birds (or coyotesor
bearsor whatever) Whentherewasrustling
nearby,| strainedto catcha glimpseat what
was hiding therebut couldn'tpenetratahe
thicknessof greenery Reflectionsin the
Shawsheen'dark waterof flowering bushesand
soft cloudsin the blue sky werebeautifulaswe
roundedbends.After a few turnsthe traffic
noisefrom Rte.3A subsidedandwe couldhear
the birdsongeverywhereredwingblackbirds,
chickadeesfinches,catbirds bluejays, swallows
andoccasionallya hawk. | couldn'tactuallysee
many of thesebirds exceptthe redwingblack
bird that Jackspottedup in a smalltreeon the
river's edge.The waterwas strewnwith patterns
from swirling pollen, flowers andfeathers.
Duckweedleavesdappledthe surface their long
stemscombedby the current.Backwatersheld
waterlily padswith bobbingroundyellow flower
budsandhulking frogs. We skulkedbackwhen
we spottedtwo bright greeneyesobservingus as
we movedpast.

JackandSuzannel arry and| pokedalong,
taking photosand observingthe trees,
darkeningsky, andwavesof grassesWe found
ourselvesoccasionallywonderingwhich river
path to follow.

What a differencein the river's appearance
sincelast May, whenthe marshlookedlarge
andyou could seewheretheriver turnedso
werelesslikely to getlost! We werebehind
JohnH-C, Bob R. andFrankP. andthe second
kayak,and! didn'tknow how far awaywe were
from our turning point, the Middlesex
Turnpike.

Along onelong, narrowstretchbetweenbends
thatwasoverhungwith new growth, JohnH-C
surprisedus, whizzingskillfully pastus,
maneuverindis kayakaroundour canoes.
Shortly after JohncameBob and Frankand
thenthe otherlone kayak, all speedilyslipping
pastustowardhome.lt wasn'tlong beforewe
reachedour turnaroundpoint, too. We
documentedhat we actuallywerethereby
taking photosnearthe two corrugatedubes
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thatthe river mustsomehowsqueezatself
through.

Therewasa big differencein currentwhenwe
turnedaround,so we could sometimedet it
carryus alongby itself. We searchedhe sky

for the full moon'sdebutbut the tall pines
blockedthe view to the southwherewe thought
it would pop up. We checkednorth, eastand
westjust to make

Back to the Bayou!

surewe wouldn'tmissits rising. While we were
soengagedve werestartledby a fearsomehowl
from underatree on the bankup ahead.

| had seenmany placescloseto the wateron
the bankswherethe grasshadbeenpaddeddown
andhopedwe hadn'tdisturbedsomewild beast.
Boy, werewe relievedwhenBob Marsh
appearedn his kayak! He had gottena late
startandwasreturningwith us.

We passedhe hangingbird's nestin the button
bushthatwe hadobservedn our way up, anda
small swallow-typebird flew out andhovered
aroundin the air. We steeredo the far side of
the curveandpassedy.

As we camecloserto Rte.3A, we heardJack
call backto us,"Did you seethat?"Whatwe
sawwasa swirling in the middle of theriver
nextto Jack'scanoe.Jacksaida snappingturtle
hadbumpedinto his paddlethendived
underwaterlt wasa big one,sowe madesure
Bob M. passedhe spotwithout incident.

Mosquitoeswere startingto comeout, andwe
weregratefulto the coupleof batswe sawflying
erraticallyacrossthe wetlands.The sky was
turning a soft turquoise andwith the deepdark
greenoutline of pinetrees.It remindedSuzanne
of a Maxfield Parrishprint with his
extraordinaryuseof color contrastsandwe
agreed.

Bob R. andFrankP. werewaiting to helpus
take out our canoesand kayak. Ah, yes, the
dayswill begettingshorternow. Soon
WINTER will be here!ll

As Larry and| turnedsouthonto Rte. 3A, we
saw, abovethe neonsigns,streetlights,
headlightsandtraffic, a hugelow orange
MOON! If I hadseensucha big bright moon
while paddlingon theriver | might havefallen
overboardjt was so magnificent!

The July Andover Cleanup

by John Hicks-Courant
johnhc@theworld.com

On July 23, the good peopleof the Washington
Park Condominiumsan Andoverhostedan
SRWA cleanup.They not only providedus with
a placeto depositthe debriswe pulled from the
river, they alsotreatedusto grilled hamburgers
andhot dogsafter the cleanup.

This particularsectionof the river hasa storied
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history within the SRWA andits previous
incarnationSWEAT (ShawsheemRiver

Back to the Bayou!

EnvironmentalAction Team).Situatedasit is
betweernthe StevensStreetdamandthe
Balmoraldam,this sectionof theriver is
seldompaddled.Ilt has,however,been
consistentlytrashedfor the pastthreehundred.
The trashingof this sectioncontinuesdueto its
proximity to the shoppingplazaon its eastern
bank.One of the two cleanupvideoswe haveis
from a 1998 cleanupin this sectionof the
river. Among the many memorablescenesrom
thatvideois oneof five or six guysstabilizinga
canoethatis packedbow to sternseverallayers
high with shoppingcartspulled from the
bottom of the river.

Severalpeoplebeganthe cleanupby puttingin
abouthalf a mile upstreamfrom the
WashingtonPark Condominiumsl put my
canoein the water at the take-outand spent
the next threehoursworking the samehundred
feet of theriver. | filled my boatwith bottles,
bicycles,and shoppingcartswithin two hours.
Somebodythenlent me anotherboatwhile
they emptiedmine, and| filled that one,too.
Thereis still five cleanupsworth of trashstill
lodgedin the bottomthere.

The two most"interesting"things pulled from
the river on this cleanupwere one of those
EPA mandatedollution boomsand a heavy-
duty dolly from the nineteenthcentury.

The pollution boomis a floating tube aboutsix
to eightinchesin diameterandis abouta
hundredfeetlong. Theseboomsare usually put
in a streamjust below a constructionsite to
catchany detritusfrom the site. After the
constructionis complete,the companyleaves
the boomandall the trashit hascollected.The
interestingthing aboutpulling one of these
boomsout of the wateris thatit is wet,
extremelyheavy,andsingularly awkwardto
handle.Gettingit up the steepbankfrom the
river to the depositionareawas an exercisein
physicalcomedy.

The dolly wasa very heavywoodenplatform
with slattedwoodenwalls thatfolded down onto
the platform. Wheelswere at the four corners
andthe centerof the platform. The dolly was
aboutsix feetlong andfour feetwide and
weighedat leasttwo hundredpounds (Givena
decaddn arid conditions,it probablywould
havedried out to weigh only a hundredpounds,
but asfull of waterasthewoodwas,it was
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seriouslyheavy.)
Gettingrid of the trashwe collectedthat day
costus $750.

Summer 2005 SRWA Events

by JackBrady
KayakJack@comcast.net

The springand early summerseasongontinue
to be a busytime of yearon the water.
Thirteenpeopleparticipatedon May 22 when
we hadour first "Family Paddle"of the season
from Lowell JunctionRoadto the Ballardvale
Dam. Otherpeoplehad expressed real
interest,but the threatof rain keptthem away.
The four familiesand SRWA membersvho did
participatewererewardedby the breakin
weather.This is a shorttrip thathasa very
diverselandscapeStartingjust pastthe Route
93 bridge, the river first twists andturns
throughwoodedareasandthenpassesindertwo
railroadbridges.The archedbridge madeof
largegraniteblockshasan unusualfeature;a 6-
foot pinetreeis growing right out of the side of
the bridge.l don'tseehow thetreewill be able
to developany kind of root system,soif you
wantto seeit for yourselfyou'd betterdo it
soon.Justbeforethe trip enteredthe
Ballardvale"flats" we passedninactiveand
breachedeaverdam. The damoffers a great
exampleof whata "downstreamv" looks like
andallowedthe experiencegaddlerso show
how to "read"the river to find the safest
course.

All the elementswverein placeto makeour June
4th trip everythinga canoeand kayak paddle
shouldbe. The weathercould not havebeen
more perfect. After five weekendf rain, the
sunwasout andthe sky wasa deepblue. The
Andover Townsmanhadrecentlypublisheda
greatarticle on our May 22 trip, and people
who hadneverjoined us beforeshowedup in
recordnumbers.The SRWA'srecentpurchase
of extracanoesanda trailer allowedusto
accommodatall thosewho calledin advance
andwantedto borrow equipmentWe started
this trip with a land-basedlemonstratiorto
familiarize everyonewith the correcttechnique
to useto efficiently navigatethe twists and
turnsthat this sectionoffers. Becauseof an
early afternooncommitment,| was not able to
taketrip from the Knights of Columbusto the

Back to the Bayou!

Ballardvaledambut did havetime to drive
aheadof the convoy andtake picturesof them
asthey passedStrongWater Brook.

Our Junel2th Family Paddlewentfrom Dale
Street,detouredthroughPompsPond,and
endedat Abbot Bridge Drive. Becauseof the
hazy, hot, and humid weatheronly six people
venturedon this shortbut picturesquerip. |
wasableto talk Kathleen,a co-worker,into
joining us underthe conditionthat shecould use
our kayak. Shestayedat the launchpoint while
we shuttledsomevehiclesto the take-out.By
the time we returned,shehad practicedenough
andwasanxiousto go. Sheis now referredto as
"KayakKat" A recentTuesdaynight cleanup
removeda large maplethat wasblocking the
river. The wood is neatly stackedon the right
bankof the river andwould be greatfor
fireplaceburning,but you'll needa boatto get
to it andit needsto be split.

The Spring Solsticetrip on June21 startedand
endedat Route3A in Billerica. This is our
"sunsetcruise,"wherewe startat 7:00 PM and
planto be on the river whenthe moonrises.
Becausdehe moonroseat 9:00 PM anddidn't
clearthetreeline until 9:30,1 didn't seeit until
the ride home.

SuzanneRobertwasin the bow of my canoe,
andshespotteda hugesnappingturtle
swimmingin the middle of the river. We must
haveclosedto within ten yardsbeforethe turtle
doveanddisappearedrom sight. The
mosquitoesverenot a problemuntil we reached
the parkinglot at the endof our trip. Thereis
anotherphenomenorthat only seemsto
happenon our Solsticetrip in Billerica. The
lasttwo yearssomeone] haveno ideawho,
shootsskyrocketsover the flood plan.

On June25th the SRWA tried somethingwe
had neverdonebefore.In cooperationwith
Boy ScoutTroop 53 of Billerica and Troop
511 of Burlington, we tried to qualify the
Scoutswith asmany of the requirementsas
they neededo earnthe CanoeingMerit Badge.
The Andover Departmentof Community
Services(DCS) madethe PompsPondfacility
availableto us. This locationhadall
requirementshat wereneededTherewas
ampleparking, a large sandybeachareafor the
shore-basedhstructions,andthe ponditself for
the waterbasedrequirementsJoeMoore, the
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leadinstructor,and| startedwith a one-hour
land-basedliscussiorof the different partsof a
canoe,necessargquipmentandthe
correcttechniquedor the different paddling
strokes.This part of the eventwaslike
broadcasting sportingeventwith Joeand me
alternatingbetweenthe play-by-playannouncer
and the color-commentatorBetweenthe two

of us| think we coveredeverything.The next
threehourswere spentin canoesandon the
water. This eventtook placeright in the middle
of a nearrecord-breakindneatwave. Becauseof
the hot and humid weather the Scoutslooked
forward to gettingwet. The mostdifficult
requirement Scouthadto fulfill wasre-
enteringa canoein deepwaterwithout
swampingit. Thetrick to accomplishinghis is
to usethe thwartsto pull yourselfup far enough
so that you cangrip the oppositegunwale.
Onceinsidethe canoethe Scoutwould roll over
onto his butt andtake a well-deservedreather.
All the Scouts with varying degreeof effort,
did it.

Therewere somelessondearnedfrom this
first-time event.l don'tthink that four hoursis
enoughtime to satisfyall the requirementsl
found out later that ScoutingCampsmakethis

a weeklongactivity. We alsoshouldhavehad
someongresentwho was certified by the
Scoutsto "sign off' on their accomplishments.
It would alsohavebeena goodideato haveall
gearclearly marked.Finally, therewereno real
preplannedob assignmentgivento the SRWA
membersWhen Sharonarrived,shehadno idea
that shewould be photographinghe land-based
activitiesandrecordingthe water-based
requirementsBob Rausedidn't know that he
would be doingindividual instructionon
whateverparticularrequirementa Scoutwas
havingtroublewith. When Brian Moore
arrived, he might havesuspectedhat he would
be demonstratinghe water-basedctivitiesas
his father commentedrom the shore.Nadynne
did know that shewould be taking the digital
pictures.Bob Marshdidn't realizehe would have
to do everythingelse.

The future of this type of eventwill be
discussedn the nearfuture,andwe would love
somefeedbackirom the Scoutsand Scout
Masters.

Burt Batchellerandthe DCS organizedhis

Back to the Bayou!

year'sfirst "Family CanoeandKayak Paddle"
at PompsPondon June28. Burt andthree
other SRWA membersoutfitted the twenty-five
participantswith properlyfitted PFDs,paddles,
andboats.Five paddlerswereableto try kayaks
for the first time. To their surprisethey
realizedthatthe low centerof gravity made
themvery stable.

The convoy startedby paddlingacrossthe pond
to the far right side of the marsh,whereBurt
explainedhow the damallowedthe depthof the
pondto be controlled. The armadathen paddled
pastan active beaverdodge and aroundFoster's
Island.As if on cue,a greatblue herontook
flight. Whenthesebirds fly, theylook
prehistoric.This part of the marshhasa large
guantity of waterlilies. We did noticea large
truck tire that someonehad thrown on the
bank.It will bere-cycledat a later date.

After paddlingbackacrossthe pondeveryone
gatheredarounda campfireand cookeds'mores.
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The August Canoe Trip

by JackBrady
KayakJack@comcast.net

For me, the canoeand kayaktrip of Saturday,
August6th, startedon Friday night. Four groups
had acceptedur invitation to borrow gear.|
havean extendedcar roof rack that allowed me
to transporttwo canoesat a time. Friday
evening,l loadedthe two biggestof four canoes
borrowedfrom other SRWA membersOn top
of the widestcanoe,| mounteda kayak.As
earlyasl| couldgetout of bedon Saturday
morning, | transportedhe threeboatsto the
launchpoint andreturnedhomefor the last two
canoes.

Peoplestartedto arrive by 8:15 Saturday
morning. This wasfortunatebecauseve were
ableto matchthe needsof the four groupswith
the availableequipmentl hadneverhadto
outfit this many groups,so it took somere-
evaluation.

As moreandmorepeoplearrived,| was
delightedto seethat we havestartedto attract
a youngergroup of participants.This wasthe
first time that| canrememberthat the people
under15 outnumberedhoseover 60.

Bob Marshwasprobablythe first to getwet. He
wentdawnthe riverbankandstoodwaistdeep
in theriver. This way he could stabilizethe
boatsas peoplegot into them. Thanksto Bob,
everyonestayeddry.

About a quartermile down the river, the
convoy madea 20-yardportageinto the marsh
behindPompsPond.By paddlingtheriver,
marsh,andpond,everyonewasableto
experiencethreedistinctly different typesof
waterway.While on theriver, the first boatwill
disturbthe wildlife andpreventthe groupfrom
viewing it. One of the nice thingsaboutthe
marshand pond sectionsof the trip is that
everyonewasableto

seethe wildlife. During thesesectionsat least
threegreatblue heronswereseen Also sighted
werered-wingedblackbirds,cormorantssome
yellow birds,andhawks.Clark sawa 6-inch
perch.

Eventhoughit wasa gorgeousSaturday
morning,the public beachat PompsPondwas
empty.| canonly speculatehat the beachmay
havebeenclosedbecausef somevandalismthe

previousnight.
Back to the Bayou!

Whenwe portagedbackinto the river, Warren
switchedfrom a canoeto a kayak.He is an
adventurousort of personandhadalways
wantedto try kayaking.He took to it very well
andquickly. His main problemwasthathe is six
feettall andwasreplacingsomeonavho was
five feeteightinchestall andwe didn't have
time to adjustthe equipmentcompletely.If
Warrenenjoyedthis kayak experiencethenhe
will be ecstaticif he everusesa kayakthatis
properly fitted to him.

Now our excursionstartedto take on the
aspectof an adventure An inactive (I believe)
beaverdamalongthe left-handchannelaround
anislandmadethis routeimpassablend
increasedhe currentthroughthe right-hand
channel.To my greatdelight, everyonewas
ableto successfullynavigatethe sharpright and
left turnsandpassthe island. However,when
we tried to paddlebackup the left-hand
channel,one canoehit somethingand
overturned.

Our synchronizecsswimmersescapedrom their
capsizingunharmedbut very wet. To getthem
backinto their boat! did a "canoe-over-canoe"
rescueln all honesty,| hadneverdonethisin a
non-trainingenvironmentbefore.If Joe Moore
hadn'tshownthis a few weeksbefore,l might
not havebeenableto do it.

To setthe scene:Everyonewasbackin their
boat,the convoy startedagain,andclearsailing
wasexpected.

WRONG! Five hundredyardsfurther,we
encountered beaverdamthat was80%
complete.Therewasonly a two-foot-wide
passagewathroughthe dam,which had
overhangingbrancheghat allowed only a two-
foot clearanceTo get the boatsthroughthe
opening,| hadto standin chest-deepvaterand
pull them.

Ohyeah...we alsodisturbeda hornets'nest
while we wereloadingthe boats,and| took a
two-hournapassoonas| got home.

In the Lessond_earneddepartmentOne of the
swimmerswill betakinga groupout thisfall,
and| think that the needfor a "practical
paddling"sessiorwould be beneficial.

Bob and| wantto thank Sharonfor all the
picturesandlogistical support.
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The August Bayou Cleanup

by John Hicks-Courant
johnhc@theworld.com

At 8:45in the morningon August20, 2005,
Kevin Talbotandhis dog Emmaputin right
behindme just belowthe Balmoraldamin
Andover.l haddecidedto ignoreeverythingl
saw but the sheetsof foam foundation
insulationl hadbeenunableto pick up on the
Junecleanup. knewtherewastoo muchfor
me to collectin onecanoe,but| was
determinedo startthe process! pickedup my
first pieceright at the put-in. | also
encounteredeveralsmallerpiecesshortly after
the put-in, but | encounterecho more until |
reachedhe spotwherel hadstoppedherding
them two monthsearlier.

As | paddledalong- seeingbut not stoppingfor
more thanfifty tires, a dozenshoppingcarts,
anduncountedniscellaneousnanufactured
debris- | realizedthatthis wasthe first time in
along time that | had beenin this sectionof
the river whenthe waterwaslow. The water
wasvery low. | hadto getout of the canoeand
shoveit alongto deepemwaterat leastfive
timesin threemiles.

We havebeencongratulatingourselvedor the
lasttwo yearson how muchof a differencewe
havemadein the Bayouwith our iterative
cleanupsin middling to high water,the Bayou
looks almostpristine.In low water,things
show.For example we all know aboutthe
Volkswagenthat ran off 1-495andlandedin
theriver decadesgo.It hasrustedcleardown
to its chassisandengineblock at the edgeof
the channeljust upstreamfrom CostelloPark.
On August20, Kevin Talbotand| discovered
two more automobiledn theriver, also
corrodeddown to the chassisandengineblock.
Onewasa sedanof somekind, andthe other
lookedasif it hadoncebeena truck. There
simply is no way we areevergoingto getthose
carsout of the bottom of the river.

Thereare placesin the Bayouwherethe
bottom seemsalmostpavedwith sheetsof
plywood andassortednetals.It is on dayslike
this that you

regainthe embattledperspectiverom which we
viewed every cleanuponly ten yearsago.The
Bayouis still in awful shapeafter morethan
twenty cleanupsn the lastthreeyears.

Back to the Bayou!

The one comforting notion in this otherwise
grim reminderof the scaleof the job is that
noneof the visible trash- not the tires,
shoppingcarts,embeddednetalsheets was
new. Everythingl sawhadbeenin theriver for
avery long time, which suggestto methata
stormor two hasrolled throughsinceour last
cleanupin Juneanduncoveredyet another
layer of trash.In this sensethe sighting of
ubiquitousgarbagecould be takenasanother
sign of progressMaybethis onewill bethelast
layer we clearawayin the Bayou.There's
alwayshope.

Shortly after | passedhe Hamptoninn on Rte.
114,1 cameuponthe spotwherel had
abandonedny sheetsof insulationtwo months
earlier.Armed with a brandnew hatchetanda
brandnew long-handled'hook," | approached
the first sheetof insulationwith a vengeancel
quickly discoveredhat a methodicalapproach
was required.Hooking onto the nine-by-five-
foot sheet,| maneuveresne endacrossthe
gunnelsand choppeda three-footsectionoff
with the hatchet.This short sectionthen had
to be halved.That'show | figured out thateach
sheetwould createsix stackablesections My
19-foot canoewasfull by thetime | had
choppedup the fifth sheetof foam.| paddled
pastthreeotherson my way to the take-out.
This suggestghat thereare at leastfive other
sheetseither further downstreanor floating in
the ocean.

| noticedthreeadditionalthingsas| paddled
throughthe shallowwater of the Bayouthat
morning.

The first wasthe numberandvariety of fish in
theriver. The only fish that satstill long
enoughfor me to examineandrecognizewasa
maturelargemouthbass,the first onel've seen
in the ShawsheeiRiver. | sawat leastsix other
specieof smallerfish, all of thembehavingas
if theywerein schools jetting pastme sofast|
barelyhadtime to registerbody andtail-fin
type. Justrelying on the body shapeandtail
fins, I'm surel sawat leastsix differentspecies
that day.

The secondthing, consistentwith the high fish
population,wasthe large numberof greatblue
heronsl encounteredVarying in sizeand
skittishnessthe heronsl sawnumberedo
fewerthana dozenin the threemiles| paddled.
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The othercommonbird that day wasthe
sandpipera

specieghat seemdo havefound the entire
lengthof the ShawsheeiRiver to be a congenial
habitat.

The third thing | noticedwasthe complete
absencef any waterfowl. Thatis, therewere
no ducksor geeseof anykind to be heardof
seenin the Bayou.l wonderwherethey've
gone.
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The2005Grants

In May of this year,the SRWA receivedword
that the GreaterLowell Community Foundation
(GLCF) hadawardedboth of our grant
proposalsThe GLCF gavethe SRWA $1,600
to fund the publicationanddistribution of three
issuesof The Shawsheefrib. The GLCF also
gavethe SRWA $1,400to coverour cleanup
expensesn 2005.

In July, the generougpeopleat Minnesota
Mining & Manufacturing,Inc., (3M) granted
the SRWA $1,800to explorethe issueof
"Coexistingwith beavers'within Andover,MA.
3M alsoprovidedthe SRWA with anothergrant
for $3,600for our WatershedEducation
Programwhich would include presentationst
schoolsand other public placesaboutthe flora,
fauna,andhabitatof the Shawsheemiver.

The executiveboardof the SRWA is extremely
gratefulto

Missing!
by John Hicks-Courant
johnhc@theworldcom

In the May issueof this newsletter|
commentedn the dearthof ducksandgeeseon
the river last spring. Then,in the July monthly
meetingof the SRWA, | put the disappearing
birds on the

agendaWhenmy agendatem cameup, |
explainedto the roomthat| wasinterestedn
hearingaboutany Canadageeseor mallard
ducksthey saw.| wantedto know whenand
wherethey sawthem.

The e-mail reportsstartedcoming two and
threeperday. A few Canadageesewnerespotted
in a parkinglot, or on a pondin a neighboring
town. Nobody reportedspottingany mallard
ducksanywherel eventuallywentto the
ConcordRiver, usuallyalmostchokingwith
waterfowl, andfound nonethere,either. Please,
if you happento seeany of theseonce-upon-a-
time exceedinglycommonbirds, sendme an e-
mail telling me whereandwhen. This looks like
it could becomevery importantinformation.

Back to the Bayou!

August 2005

Upcoming Events

Please note: This scheduleof eventsis subject
to change.Pleasecheckwww.shawsheerrg
for detailsor signup for the e-mail list by
sendingan e-mail requestto
bobotter@aol.com

Saturday, September 10, 2005
CanoeTrip! RiverinaRoadin Andoverto the
Merrimack River in North Andover. This is
the Augusttrip thatwaschangeddueto low
water.

Wednesday, September 14, 2005
Monthly meetingat TewksburyPublic Library
7 PM - 8:45PM

Saturday, September 17, 2005
River Cleanup!Back to the Bayou! Meet at
CostelloParkin Lawrenceat 8:30 AM.

Saturday, October 1, 2005

CanoeTrip! Knights of Columbus(K of C) to
Ballardvale.Meetat the K of C atthe
intersectionof the ShawsheemRiver and Rte.
38 in Tewksburyat 8:45.

Wednesday, October 12, 2005
Monthly meetingat TewksburyPublic Library
7 PM - 8:45PM

Saturday, October 15, 2005

River Cleanup!GreatRoadPlazain Bedfordto
the MiddlesexTurnpikein the First Meadow.
Meetin the part of the GreatRoadPlaza
parking lot adjacentto the river at 8:45.

Saturday, November 5, 2005
End-of-seasoiRiver Sweep!This late-fall
tradition is the last formal cleanupof the year.
We will putin at MiddlesexTurnpikein
Bedfordandpaddleto the Knights of Columbus
in Tewksbury,picking up everythingforeign we
canreachin passingDressin layersandbe
preparedio posefor a photographwith the last
pile of trashwe makein 2005.
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Wednesday, November 16, 2005
Monthly meetingat TewksburyPublic Library
7 PM - 8:45PM
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